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LANCE CORPORAL JOHN DWYER 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [6.20 pm]: I recently had 
the great pleasure of attending a very moving ceremony at Karrakatta Cemetery. It was a headstone dedication for 
Lance Corporal John Dwyer. Lance Corporal Dwyer was an Irishman who came to Australia in the late 1890s. 
Before he came to Australia, at the age of 18, John was conscripted into the British Royal Irish Regiment in 1896, 
in which he served for 12 years. Upon moving to Australia, he spent a few years in Western Australia before World 
War I began. At that time, John joined the 11th Battalion of the Australian Imperial Force, which was the first 
battalion to land at Gallipoli on what is now known as Anzac Day. John suffered multiple injuries, including bullet 
and bomb wounds. He then went on to fight in France for two years before returning to Australia. John led a very 
lonely life in Australia and died alone of cancer, aged 71, after suffering from his wounds all his life. 

Lance Corporal Dwyer had lain buried in an unmarked grave in Karrakatta cemetery for over 70 years. A couple 
of months ago, I was contacted by Ashayla Ramsay, who works for the Returned and Services League of Australia 
in Western Australia and brought Lance Corporal Dwyer’s story to my attention. It was very moving to attend the 
ceremony a few weeks ago. Lance Corporal Dwyer’s great grandnephew, Peter Dwyer, made the trek over from 
Kilkenny in Ireland. It was Peter who had brought Lance Corporal Dwyer’s life and the fact that they did not know 
where his grave was to the RSL’s attention. 

The ceremony was very moving. It was attended by representatives of his family and Ireland’s Honorary Consul to 
Western Australia, Mr Marty Kavanagh, who read the poem An Irish Airman Foresees His Death. Representatives 
of the RSL and the Western Australian community were also in attendance. 

It is very important we acknowledge those people who have given up their lives to keep us safe—in this case 
Lance Corporal Dwyer, an Irishman who came to his adopted country and fought to keep his fellow citizens safe. 
I congratulate Shay Ramsay on her work to ensure that Lance Corporal Dwyer was finally acknowledged and 
recognised. I also thank Peter Dwyer from Kilkenny, who flew to Western Australia to be part of the ceremony 
and whose work resulted in his great granduncle’s life being acknowledged in Western Australia. 
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